Lesson 3
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* Thanks to Keith Wood, Honors English
and AP U.S. History Teacher, Murray
High School, Murray Utah. Edited
slightly for VCHS use.




Document-based questions (DBQSs)
require you to do several things well.

* You must understand the prompt and come
up with an "answer” that will be your thesis.

* You must come up with a list of PEPS
(People Events, Places, Significance) for
the time period.

* You must use all of the documents that are
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General information about the
documents

* All of the documents will be relevant to the
topic.

* Plan on using all of the documents
provided.

« Sometimes the date or the author in the
source notation may be significant.

* The documents are ieneralli iresented
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Tip #1

* Read the prompt thoroughly several times.
Make sure you fully understand the whole
prompt.

* |dentify the time period you are dealing
with.

* Brainstorm
— write down all of the relevant information
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Outlines do not have to be formal,
just sketch a structure

PEPS PEPS

Social

PEPS

PEPS PEPS

PEPS

Political

PEPS PEPS




Tip #1 Summary

* You have quickly done some very
important preparation for the essay.

— You have carefully read the prompt several
times.

— You have “answered” the prompt, decided
your thesis direction.

— You have quickly jotted down some PEPS that

* Now you are ready to deal with the

documents. ‘



Tip# 2

* Quickly read all of the documents.

* As you go, indicate where on your
essay “outline” they will go.

* Remember to consider the dates in the
source material.

* Underline any unusual phrases.
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Tip #2 (continued)

* Look carefully at
political cartoons.

* Pay attention to any
small print.

Jot down a quick
summary of what
the cartoon is trying




Tip #2 (continued)

* Graphs and charts SCH00L BROLLMENT BY RS |
are important, look |
at them carefully.

* Note the dates.

* Notice that they
frequently show
change over time.

*ercentage of 5 — 19 Year Olds in School




Tip #2 (continued)

* Notice dates, especially on pictures.
* The picture on the left is dated 1915; the picture




Tip # 2 (continued

* Look very carefully at
data presented In
charts.

* Look for
— trends,
— for changes over time,
— for sudden changes.

quick sentence.

VOTIMG INSELECTED STATES 9 TIIT 1968 ELTCTION
fwith voting totals for all states)

CAND VICE PRESIDENT
wrol Mluskiw
T. Agnms
American Indep endent Party George C. Wallace; Curtis Lelay

fin thousands) Electoral Vote

Etate Trem Tep el

Alabania 147 147
Arkansay 188 191
[ aldlar mam 3,344 3404
Flarida 677 bt
Lieur gin 344 340
Tllin ois 2 040
Indiana 307
EKentucky 398
lnniiana B 1]
Mliar y barnnd e |
Mass. 1,469
MEchigan 1,593
NEss 151
Missouri 791




Having read the documents. . .

* Go back and add the documents to your
essay outline.

* Remember, you must use outside
information AND the documents to
respond to the essay prompt.

* Make sure that you have both—outside




Tip #2 Summary

* You have now spent about 15 minutes
— Reading the prompt,
— Brainstorming and listing relevant information,
— Planning a basic structure for your response,

— Putting your information onto the essay
structure,




Tip #3: Writing the essay

* Refer to the document, NEVER quote
them at length—no more than a quick
phrase or three or four words!

* Don’t explain the document. Simply refer
to it to support your thesis.

* Refer to the author of the document: “In
Lincoln’s letter” or “Horace Mann makes

e.g. !!! gou !on‘il nee! Io say !!oc. !!




This document appeared In the
1999 DBQ. Notice the source note.

Source: Pennsylvania Gazette, 1754




The most significant thing about this
document is the date, 1754, in the source

note.
* This document was intended to bring to

mind the following:

— The 1754 meeting of the London Board of
Trade,

— Benjamin Franklin, printer from Philadelphia
and colonial agent,

— Franklin’s Albany Plan of Union,

— ||!e u|||ma|e |a||ure O| |He co|on|es IO accep|

the Albany Plan of Union in 1754. \‘



This document might be used like
this:

An excellent indication that the colonies
were unwilling to act together 1n a unified way 1s
their failure to accept Franklin’s plan for a
colonial legislature as put forth in his 1754

Albany Plan of Union. The cartoon expresses
Franklin’s contention that the colonies must act
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Here is a text passage from a
recent DBQ and a sample essay
reference:

Document I

Source: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Seneca Falls Declaration, August 2, 1848,

. . .But we are assembled to protest against a form of government, existing without the consent of the
governed--to declare our right to be free as man is free, to be represented in the government which we
are taxed to support, to have such disgraceful laws as give man the power to chastise and imprison his
wife. . .. And, strange as it may seem to many, we now demand our right to vote according to the
declaration of the government under which we live.

One of the most significant attempts to extend democratic ideals
throughout society was that organized by the women's movement in the late
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Lesson 3 Summary

Understand the prompt—the time period and any
terms that need defining.

Produce a brainstormed list of relevant and
useful fact FIRST, before reading the documents.

Organize how you will use both the outside
information and the documents.

Use all of the documents without quoting them

!emons'rales an un!ersLn!lng o| |!e promp|.
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